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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

) AUSTIN
Honorabvle ¥z, 4« Lawson
Secoretary of State
hustin, Texas

Dear 3ir: At.tanuom L ) ‘abell

Opintien No. O-40%
Ret {:torpretation ) ¢ COnBLIUC-

sion of this department oa
Articles 3154 and 3141, Ke-
P, a8 they wpply to county repressne-
: di:tr et 2nd state politioal party
ddes &=

' the comstruction and £pp
. viced Civil Stetut
Lo tetion and votlng
1 - oconventioas,

“ysars thersafter, thare
4y & ecunty convéntion

3 8 én-oi-- L ror Goversor ot the last preced-
s alection) which delegates shall Ve aleocted by
ol o -h.pruuinet on prinsry election

londey in June, wiieh coavention shall
elect one dalegute to the State and several d4is-
trict coaventions for esoh three hundred votes,
or a major freotion thereof, cast for the party'a
erpdilate for Governer in such county et tho last
preceding general algetion; amd the delegstes to

- 8814 convention so eleoted, or such of them &g may
attend the said convention, shell cast the vote
of the county in such conventions. Immediately
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upos the edjonramant of esoh suh county eon-

. vention, the president thereof shall make out
s certified list of the delegates to sach of
suld conventions ¢honen Ly such ocounty convene
tion aad shell sigo the seme, the secrstary of
such conveation &ttesting bis signature, and
shall forward such certified list by sealed
registered lettor to the chalraas of the Stats
£0d district essoutive committess, who shall
present the same¢ to the respective committess
at its mesting prior to the cenveation; end
from such certified list, ths respective com~
mittees shall prepare a texporary roll of those
Selected a8 delegatens L0 such sonvestion: pro-
vided, that no proxics ekall de sllowed to, or
recognized in, say eonvantion held by authority
of this title, where a Gelogate rros the county
is presest in the convention.,*

Article 3141 providesg

“feeh county im the 8¢tate or dimtrict oon-
vention shall be sntitled to cne vote for eaeh
five hunired votes, or major frection tharssf,
cast for the candidate for Coverner of the
poaliticel party holding the canvestion, at the
last preceding primary sleetion, In case, st
such prissry elsction, thare were casy for
such oapndidete roy Uovernor less thean five
hundred votes in any eounty, then ell such
coupties shall bhave cne vote.*

¥e quote from ycur latter as exanmples given of the
prectiocl vorking of these twie statutess

e &b exexple of the strict resding of the
sbove srtfcles, tiie situation ceuld, 2né probd-
stly bhas erlsen io muny countfies in Terxss. &
county might cast BGC votes in the general eloo-
tion, wijch umer Article 5134 would entitle
that county to only tlires dslegstes to the State
or district conveption, Whsreas the mume county
provebly would pell ZO0C votes wt the primery
election, wiich w-uld entitle thet sames eouniy
to fouyr Conventiofh votes, wiiech would moesn they
could only have three dslegates to csst the four
votos woick the county would be entitled to.”

In 1988, the 39th Legislature reenacted beth of these
laws a8 & part of the general recodifieation of Texes eivil
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| ststutes, Both uow appear in Chsgzer 15, of Title 80, of the

) Reviged Civil Statutes of 1926, In order to give effeet to

[ the legislatlye intent, we nust ecnstrue the two statutes to-
gether, snd give offect to both, if possivle., This can be

! done, for Article 3104 presorites the nusdber of delegutes to
edch stzte or distriot convention wiloh the county 1a qQuestion
is entitled to, and Article 3141 provides the number of votes
to which esch county is entitled in esch state or district
ecavention. Thus the numbter of delasgetes to whieh a county

is eatitled can, and usually will, differ fros the aumber of
votes to which auch county is antitlad. T

; Therefors, it is our opinion that in the case oited
. by you, ihe county would s entitled to send three delegates

: to the stete or district coaveuntion, and the delegatas present
| in the convtation‘ whather three or less, would be entitled to
! east thalr county'’s four votes, -

Yours very truly
ATTOESEY OINMEAL oF TEXAS

w. Z?. AR Mo

e Re Allen
Assistant
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